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Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
"Now they are all on their knees,"

An elder said as we sat in a flock

By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,

Nor did it occur to one of us there

To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave

In these years! Yet, | feel,

If someone said on Christmas Eve,
"Come; see the oxen kneel,

"In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
Our childhood used to know,"

| should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.



For Simon Over and the Parliament Choir

The Oxen

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)

With a gentle lilt, ’=126

Nicholas O'Neill (b.1970)

mp tendef/y

SOPRANO | V;ga I I I I I I I o ﬁﬁ'
4

Christ - mas Eve, and

A mp tenderly
aolT——F——F—F—=F—=F = —=F—~=—F ———11—¥§
&°8 ! ! ! ! ! a a SRS -
© ~
Christ-mas Eve, and
A mp tenderly
TENOR !f\'\l’g | | | | | | | @ | 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 I/ 11 Yy ]

\ r ‘
Christ - mas Eve, and

mp tenderly

N
N

BASS |25 !

N
~

With a gentle lilt, .’=126

Christ - mas Eve, and

0 I\ N | N o . o | /x\—\K
’{ Ih3 \\, )] # 7 e [ e D I ‘L\ \\, I D]
&’k - . o E - e e ae e =
Piano mp mf mp
/
=T~ T~ T/~ TS TS TS TS — %
)y—3 i - - - - n— i i : ﬁ\
78— = = = = = = = e
11
4 /) P\ I 1 L m-p L A
| P I I I T I I T I I |\l I T I
S. I I || I | & 7 \\, [ I 7 D
I 1 I — — ]
twelve of the clock. "Now they are all on their knees," An el - der said as we sat in a flock
Q ‘ p mp
A 5 —— < i o —— 11— T O
- | —e—e—9|+ —] > — - —7—7  ——
L)) ~
twelve of the clock. "Now they are all on their knees," An el - der said as we sat in a flock
p mp
I I T 0
T. - ) RN I I | I I
— | || || I I || I I | 1 717 17 1 I | —— || ]
I L  — 1 [ I I Y I Y — I
An el - der said as we sat in a flock
mp
T o i = ]
B. e e s e i s o e e |
1 L4 || Y 1§ " ' 1 || |
twelve of the clock. "Now they are all on their knees," An el - der said as we sat in a flock
/_\
;n ‘ ﬁl . I I I }‘1‘ i ‘L\ \k\, I l \k\, l h ‘ A/ \_ I
D | - j ;—g%ﬁ ﬂh ’ : = LD’ —
=
no. —_—|p — mp
= - — ‘ /%_ﬁ T . $ s
%ﬁ*ﬂl > ! n—— o |~ @ | i Y - Pf i)
| 0+ 0 e ‘P o

Copyright © 2019 Nicholas O'Neill. May be freely copied and distributed for non-profit use.

All other rights strictly reserved. In all instances this notice must remain intact.
www.nicholasoneill.com



Pno.

Pno.

\ r ‘

21
) ‘ I\ I\ ‘ I\
I I I i I \\, I I \\, I i
|| I I || I I | 1 \/\ | — I |
D)) 1 B — [ I Y | | Y
By the em-bers in hearth-side ease. We pic-tured the meek mild crea - tures where They
/) [ T 1 | fk [r—— | | A
o | | | | [ | I | | T | I N T | | | I | | - | IN\_| | N1
I I I | I & & U I | I \\, | I \\, | I z
ul
By the em-bers in hearth-side ease. We pic-tured the meek mild crea - tures where They
0 . . AN
T e i — o CH— )
} || I || D] & —7 VA } || 17 | 174 |
\g))/ | | T "4 1 'i 1 || 1/ || 14 | ’ ]

the

em-bers in

hearth-side ease. We pic-tured the

meek mild crea - tures where They

d | || D] 1 1 "4 || I } 11 r 1 1 1
' \ 4 \ ! e
By the em-bers in hearth-side ease. We pic-tured the meek mild crea - tures where They
g N ——— to 4w N )
: } i N P - — — D
%ﬁﬁ&ﬂ’iﬂ—ﬁg 78 LEESSIE ==
T T s i f I —
_I - L | ﬁ_\g
s 2 = = e te s 48 ['# o
)" - r ) — ! #‘: -‘* ) i )
75 77— D —— nE— i ik EF 77— F :
r [ 14 )] | I/ H¥ | 174 [ r
4 ! r—= - '

dwelt in their stra -

wy pen, Nor did it oc - cur

dwelt in their

stra - wy pen, Nor did it oc - cur to

one

of us there_ To doubt they were

Nor did it oc - cur to

one

of us there_ To doubt they were

dwelt in their

stra - wy pen, Nor did it oc - cur to

one

doubt they were

of us there To

P A— #% — %._ ‘b J N | t vﬁ b N l l D)
G R e, s 7 olc 538 5 @
S S E— L — ==
h; - A L —
P — Pt =S e she s 5 0~ To ———
174 [ D] ‘ D] | 174 ! ! L | [ O



mf

N—

knee - ling then.

knee - ling then.
knee - ling then.

Y

V ANESYD )

A

Y
So
cy

koI

==

U

fan
mf
Yet,

a

feel,

fair

71 o

So

7
e

b
Yet,

would weave in these years!

Hg
mp
2

few
Lk

Vi
cy

In these years!

fan
LI

1/

Y

a

would weave

fair

17
few

So
cy

mf

fan

a

knee - ling then.

VO
fair

v~

N\

48

[ fan Y
N




mp

mf

If

feel,

Yet,

would weave in these years!

few

cy

fan

a

fair

If

feel,

would weave In these years! Yet,

few

mp

1/
|4

If

mp

feel,

Yet,

If

feel

4

t

Ye

N

i
o
-t

5O

-
i e

-

- fie

-
1/
|4

‘e
Ir)

ad
I/
r

“NTe
'L
— — - - Eks
3 il 3 3 3 —
H— C c c H+H  c ] U
i~ i~ i~ i~ v
[ NN C C C _
|| m m m ™ m ) O
L 1] , . , | \J
A it
[l o 1771 o o Il o a ) hwwl
2 o 2 2 | 2 %U. o\
ey S S £ S o~
L8 el 8 o ® | N B
(7] ivivg (2] = T (7] (%)
o o o o)
Sl £ & E sl E £ S i
g T Q 3 5 Q g c & [ Q ivivg § iy
o LT 9 i 1% i o E ]
o N N MWHY
[N
p==
W g R e ¢ g i
e ”I L L L E L HI L B % []
@ Hy ® 8 8 .
™ ™
m e | £ £ N E < Shy
i - 1. N ' ' Lo
o X2 ESS
— — —— -——
A 5 - vmw 2 2 .
N L3 L1 S T S o I
T Pan
o ™ 5 B S 5 N § o o\
£ £
© © © ©
S8y 3 F§ s 8§ T AL T 2 N A
< ] M M T <
_1 I 9
? J .ﬂu
©
. o Ll )& i ® | |- o L .
I T+ 5 ] 'S I S m.m (= s (=] /s
8 o 8
2l g T e sl e B = \Lhs
g |ls 5 _w @ il 5 g LD TS [ Y|
= — iviyg
- da da = irN J&
la <N N - 2NLre -
M \ W N N , Arw N
- /‘\l/\ll\
» < as] m.
o



S.
In the lone - ly bar-ton by yon - der coomb  Our child - hood used__ to
0 nf ‘ —— .
o I I I 1 | I I N I I N—T 1 | I I ’ | ]
A. y A\ Ilr,- < |  — I | I I I | I T I T I I | I I I |
T Wﬂtl:ﬁ:tﬁjil
h ~— ﬂ / ud N
In  the lone - ly bar -ton by yon - der coomb  Our child - hood used_ to
T. P
3) In the lone - ly bar -ton by yon - der coomb  Our child - hood used__ to
B.
In  the lone - ly bar-ton by you - der coomb  Our child - hood used to
/—\
- ﬂ? # N l h I | N = \ \ ] Te—
7 b 4@ 2] V. ) =P D) &
{GIZeZh ote Mt S FLFT I W
~—] #
Pno. nf —
B T P — ) ) w# e ! K He >
Z bhH | WA ” ] I 17 I 17 o 3} I Pl I D] - J el =
d 14 il I | 4 I Y ke 17 I ) o g & Ll D]
\ \ 4 4 [t e \ 4
79
y f) | m‘P I\ f ! 1 , ' | |
P’ A | I I | N T I | ™ I | | T | | T | I ]
S. V 4 PV\ \' I - I I ) > > P- > F F ? ‘ | I 1 \. I - |
Q) : 1 i \Y) || I 1 } |
know," | should go with him in the gloom, Ho-ping it  might be so,
<9—|—Il”'p—l—'—h—ﬁ=\ f
A y al LV, f I - [ p— 1 —— < s S . S I - ]
- [ £ an) , \. | | | | . | | | I é" I I
- N—'
know," |____should go with him in the gloom, Ho-ping it  might be so,
H mp
p I - I I I - ]
T. \ | D1
I || || I I || I I || 1 1
‘ | i E— ! I | ‘
know," | should go with him in the gloom, Ho-ping it  might be so,
mp
L3 B e R R ' ' ' ]
B- == ! e e e H B3 H ! !
N
know," | should go with him in the gloom, Ho-ping it might be so,
e e e e e e S 5 5
2 b bh r)j — g‘ij:f o o j ’%% hi ﬁg; h j:
@ 1t j— Ld
p/ @
Pno. ——|mp T | =——
C - = r H F = ;1\ 1 = |
L A P L R A



A tempo

ritenuto

gl A
_Dr}
i T \N i L | haias
Pan
1' F
o
m. qﬁ ML
s Mipve Ml e Wl 8 8 nu.on.w“v
ot ace.s aces 0 < @ g
LI 18 |ly-8
i | | IR [
o o T J o)
ey ey ey ey =
=) =) =) =) 3
TN € TN € 1 E ol E S
o o H o T m eas
[ = [T = [l = [ | = o1 o~
[ (o)) | | | (o)) (o)) ()]
C C C C
g g at {1 £
SHIEE: ¢ Hhlg gl ¢ o
| i i
i)
i i i i I
§ Wl & § §
2 Re) T L 8 & M
o T )] - O = O
(] - (] (] (]
nE & S &
£ £ £ £ " "
E e E E E
L H c i c H c | c
= ] = = =
™ = = ) = T =
2 2 2 2 \ \
o T o o o
—— O (@] 1 (@] (@]
T = T = T = w k)
Pan > [ > B > B >
[e] [e] [e] | o N Bnl
ey ey ey ey
" | " 1) "
Y ~ - & - - M s M
E.N | N .
> NEe Q < N N
[S¢] \ va
~——————
n < - 0s] m.
o

i
\ T
RIL
SHE
1 1
| | | | ;nwﬂ#
_vaw
T / |
L)
ML
N
| vaw
o N |
1] 1] 1] 1] Lo P \DH/V
[ 10
AL
| | | | P ﬁ
ML
NG ce e & 5
SN vi I
%) < ~ m m.
o

—

z

P ~——"
~——

:

Somerset, October 2019




